THE CONSTITUTION OF POLAND
be continued. This right of a small minority or even
of a single member thus to prorogue a Diet was intro-
duced at the assembly of 1652 by the deputy Sicinski at
the instigation of Jan Radziwill, and was subsequently
erected by the szkchta into a constitutional principle of
Poland, and under the tide of the Liberum veto contributed
in a very marked degree to the decline and final extinction
of the kingdom.
Another custom imparted into Polish constitutional
procedure was the right of confederation, which may
best be described as a legislation of revolt. An instance
will presently be given of an attempt made by Sigis-
mund HI. to reform the Polish Constitution, which was
met by a Confederation organized by one of his nobles
named Zebrzydowski. This man, in company with his
confederates, actually rose,in arms against the king and
the rest of the nation, and by this expedient defeated the
wish of the majority and escaped punishment for his
rebellion. Towards the end of the existence of Poland
it was not unusual for a Diet to form itself into a Con-
federation to defeat the few malcontents who would
otherwise have stultified its effectiveness and dissolved it
by the application of the Liberum veto. The actual reform
of the Constitution was finally achieved by this means,
though on this occasion a small minority promptly
formed a counter Confederation against the main Con-
federation in order to assert their adherence to the old
Constitution.
It is difficult to render a system so complicated, even
chaotic, more comprehensible to the general reader. It
must be remembered that the Polish Constitution was
not a written one, but the result of the szkchtas transla-
tion of customs that were convenient to them into
inalienable rights. At the period we have now reached
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